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Secular Franciscan Herald 

Notes From Our Minister… 
   Have you looked around and noticed the season? Yes, Fall is here, the colorful leaves, a lot have fallen 
already, the colder nights, and cold to warm days. At this point, we know that we are living in Minnesota. 
I notice many Halloween items up; some yards have huge displays, others just a few witches, ghosts, and 
pumpkins.  
   But how many are anticipating All Saints Day? What are your thoughts about All Saints Day? Have you 
really looked at the history and traditions behind this powerful day? We celebrate the honor of all church 
saints, whether known or unknown. It is celebrated on November 1st by the Roman Catholic Church, the 
Methodist Church, the Lutheran Church and other Protestant denominations. The Eastern Orthodox Church 
observes this day on the first Sunday following Pentecost.  
   The Christian festival of All Saints Day is the belief that there is a spiritual connection between those in 
Heaven and on Earth. The holiday honors all those who have passed on to the Kingdom of Heaven. We are 
also taught that as the followers of Jesus, we are working to become saints. ( A hard road to follow). 
   But how does this relate to Halloween? Would it surprise you that “Halloween” started out as a holy 
Christian celebration? Hallow means “holy” or “sacred”, so Hallows' Eve, or Halloween means “the evening 
of holy persons” which is the evening before All Saints Day.  

(Information taken from Christianity.com) 
   To switch the subject just a little, may all of you have not only a Happy All Saints Day, but also a grateful 
Thanksgiving. We need to be thankful for everything that God has given us. Looking at the world and 
seeing what is going on, we need to have prayer as the foundation of our lives. Pray and give thanks, but 
also pray for those who have a life that is much harder than ours, especially in war torn countries. 
   God bless you and your families. Janice Rybaski OFS minister 

Jesus said in reply, “Ten were cleansed, were they not? Where are the other nine? Has none but this 

foreigner returned to give thanks to God?”  Luke 17:17-18 
   Happy Thanksgiving!  Though Thanksgiving Day is not specifically a Catholic holy day, it certainly goes hand in 

hand with our life of faith.  Spiritually speaking, we all know that gratitude is central to the Gospel 

message.  Thanksgiving Day presents us with the perfect opportunity to look at this particular aspect of our faith.  We 

are called to be eternally and deeply grateful.  How grateful to God are you? 

   Perhaps we all struggle in various ways with gratitude.  It’s fair to say that we will never be grateful enough until we 

are perfected in Heaven.  But, for now, it’s important to look at gratitude and to try to let it increase in our souls. First, 

we will never be grateful unless we see clearly all that God has done for us.  It’s so easy in life to focus in on all the 

struggles we face and, as a result, to get down, depressed, frustrated and even angry at times.  What’s far more 

challenging is to look beyond the crosses and burdens we face each day to see the abundance of grace and mercy given 

to us by our Lord.  Unless we see that mercy and grace, we will struggle greatly with authentic gratitude.  

   So, on this Thanksgiving Day, reflect upon this simple question: Do I see all God has done for me?  Do I see His 

abundance of mercy alive in my life?  The Gospel passage above reveals that Jesus healed ten lepers, but only one of the 

ten returned in gratitude.  Are you like one of the nine who failed in gratitude?  If so, you most likely struggle with 

seeing all the true and abundant blessings from God.  If you can humbly admit you struggle with total gratitude, you will 

have taken the first step to seeing more clearly and the first step to fostering the deeper gratitude you ought to 

have.  Being grateful means you see the truth clearly.  Be open to that truth and God will change your life as He fills you 

with joy! 

(catholic-daily-reflections.com) 

http://www.queenofpeaceregion.org/
http://www.divineoffice.org/
https://biblia.com/bible/rsvce/Luke%2017.17-18


 
Calendar of Events 

November-Month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory 
1st-Feast of All Saints-Holy Day of Obligation 
2nd-Commemoration of All the Faithful Departed 
4th-St Charles Borromeo, Bishop, Franciscan Third 
Order Secular, died 1584 
8th-MONTHLY GATHERING-6 PM-OUR LADY OF 
LOURDES CHURCH BASEMENT 
10th-St Leo I, the Great, Pope, Doctor of the Church, 
died 461 
15th-St Teresa of Avila, Discalced Carmelite Mystic, 
Doctor of the Church, died 1582 
15th-St Albert the Great, Bishop, Doctor of the 
Church, died 1280 
16th-St Agnes of Assisi, Virgin, Poor Clare Sister of 
the Franciscan Second Order, died, 1253 
17th-St Elizabeth of Hungary, Virgin, Patroness of 
Franciscan Third Order Secular, died 1231 
21st-Feast of the Presentation of the Holy Virgin 
Mary 
24th-Thanksgiving Day 
26th-St Leonard of Port-Maurice, Priest, Franciscan 
First Order, died 1751 
27th-First Sunday of Advent 
30th-St Andrew, Apostle, Martyr, died 1st Century 
December-Month of the Incarnation 
8th-Feast of the Immaculate Conception-Holy Day 
of Obligation 
9th-St Juan Diego Cuauhtlatoatzin 
12th-Discovery of the Tomb of St Francis, 1820 
12th-Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
13th-St Lucy, Virgin, Martyr, died 304 
14th-St John of the Cross, Doctor of the Church, 
Founded Discalced Carmelites, died 1591 
25th-Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ-Holy Day of 
Obligation 
26th-St Stephen, the first Martyr 
27th-St John the Evangelist, Apostle, died 1st 
Century 
28th-Feast of the Holy Innocents 
30th-Feast of the Holy Family 

Secular Franciscan Gathering –  
Our Lady of Lourdes Church basement  

October 11, 2022 6:00 PM 
Members present: Janice Rybaski, Kathy Hoffman 
Tax, Sue Zenzen, Charlotte VanRisseghem, Patty 
Commerford, Rita Vosen and Janet Berendt.  Absent: 
David Czech.   
   Janice led the opening prayer from The Ritual.  
Minutes of the September gathering were reviewed 
and approved.  Treasurer’s balance was $1,108.86. 
   Patty led the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady rosary.  
Char made a motion to give Patty $100.00 for the 
materials she has donated for our use in the 
fraternity, seconded by Sue Zenzen.   
   Sue led ongoing formation from “To Live As Francis 
Lived,” reflections 14 and 15.  Next month we will 
read reflections 16 and 17.  
   We all signed Christmas cards for inactive 
members and had a renewal of commitment service 
with votive candles.  
   Janice led the closing prayer from The Ritual at 
8:00 PM. 
Respectfully submitted by Janet Berendt, ofs 
secretary. 

The first Thanksgiving was a harvest celebration held by the 

pilgrims of Plymouth colony in the 17th century. Many myths 

surround the first Thanksgiving. Very little is actually known 

about the event because only two firsthand accounts of the feast 

were ever written. The first account is William Bradford’s 

journal titled Of Plymouth Plantation and the other is a 

publication written by Edward Winslow titled Mourt’s 

Relations. What is known is that the pilgrims held the first 

Thanksgiving feast to celebrate the successful fall harvest. 

Celebrating a fall harvest was an English tradition at the time 

and the pilgrims had much to celebrate. The 53 pilgrims at the 

first Thanksgiving were the only colonists to survive the long 

journey on the Mayflower and the first winter in the New 

World. Disease and starvation struck down half of the original 

102 colonists. These pilgrims made it through that first winter 

and, with the help of the local Wampanoag tribe, they had a 

hearty supply of food to sustain them through the next winter. 

Although the modern day Thanksgiving feast takes place on the 

fourth Thursday of November, the first Thanksgiving did not. 

This feast most likely happened sometime between September 

and November of 1621. No exact date for the feast has ever 

been recorded so one can only assume it happened sometime 

after the fall harvest. The celebration took place for three days 

and included recreational activities. Guests at the feast included 

90 Wampanoag Indians from a nearby village, including their 

leader Massasoit.  

History of Massachusetts Blog by Rebecca Beatrice Brooks 

 

Lord, please do fill my heart with an 
abundance of gratitude.  Help me to 
turn my eyes to Your infinite grace and 
mercy.  Help me to see beyond the 
struggles of life and the burdens that 
get me down.  In place of these, help me 
to become increasingly aware of all You 
have done for me and all that You 
continue to do.  Jesus, I trust in You. 

https://historyofmassachusetts.org/plymouth-colony-history/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/of-plymouth-plantation/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/the-mayflower/
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/author/rbeatrice/

